
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 17 October 2018] 

 p7158d-7158d 
Mr Peter Tinley 

 [1] 

VERGE MICRO-LOT PRECINCT — ELLENBROOK 
Statement by Minister for Housing 

MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee — Minister for Housing) [12.05 pm]: I am pleased to advise the house that the 
Verge micro-lot precinct in the Ellenbrook master-planned community has won the award for excellence in 
the small-scale infill development category and was a finalist in the affordable development category at the 
2018 Urban Development Institute of Australia awards for excellence. Earlier this year, I had the opportunity to 
attend the official opening and ribbon-cutting ceremony of the micro-lot display homes. The project is proof of an 
affordable housing solution that does not compromise liveability or quality. 
Verge is Western Australia’s first micro-lot precinct, consisting of 11 double-storey homes, with 10 of these homes 
built on lots that are 80 square metres in size. Verge is the product of collaboration between LWP Property Group, 
Now Living and the Department of Communities to deliver high-quality homes that provide an alternative, 
affordable housing solution to the traditional family home concept. In addition to innovation in building design 
and construction, the micro-lot concept required an innovative approach to town planning as the proposed lots 
were smaller than the minimum permitted under the residential design codes. Being located in Ellenbrook, Verge 
provides access to an established community that has flourished since its inception more than two decades ago. 
The precinct is within 500 metres of the future Ellenbrook train station and pre-existing shops, demonstrating the 
potential of small lot infill for Western Australia. 
Ellenbrook is a key part of the McGowan government’s Metronet plan, and this project helps to retain and enhance 
its key role in creating cohesive and connected communities. A leader in urban development innovation in 
Western Australia, Ellenbrook is Australia’s most awarded master-planned community. As a partnership between 
LWP—formerly Morella Pty Ltd—and the Department of Communities, it is a great example of government 
working with the private sector to create vibrant, active communities in which all residents can thrive. 
The UDIA awards for excellence showcases innovation and best practice in the Western Australian development 
industry. It provides developers and their consultants with an opportunity to compete against the best projects in the 
state. Some members, including the member for Swan Hills, may remember that Ellenbrook also won two UDIA 
awards for excellence last year. Once completed, the Verge micro-lot precinct will provide a showcase for innovation 
and act as a demonstration for future projects. The McGowan government will continue to work with private sector 
partners such as Now Living on projects similar to this one that improve housing diversity and affordable choices. 
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